Background & Objective: Plagiarism has been turned into a major concern for universities. The theory of planned behavior (TPB) is probably one of the most important predictive patterns for plagiarism in students. This cross-sectional study was performed to determine the use of TPB in the prediction of factors affecting plagiarism in 2016. Materials and Methods: In total, 200 MSc students at the stage of writing a dissertation were selected from Iran University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran through convenience sampling. Age of students was 29.25±13.4 years. Moreover, 75.5% of the subjects were married, and 45.5% of the students were male. Data were collected using a selfadministered questionnaire divided into three sections of demographic characteristics, planed behavior model constructs, and intent of plagiarism. In addition, data analysis was performed in SPSS version 19 using descriptive and analytical statistics (t-test, ANOVA, and multivariate regression). Results: A significant positive relationship was observed between positive attitude and intent of plagiarism. In other words, positive attitude significantly predicted the intent of plagiarism (P=0.007). On the other hand, a reverse and significant association was found between negative attitude and intent of plagiarism. Furthermore, there was a direct and significant correlation among subjective norms, perceived behavioral control, and intention. Conclusion: According to the results of this study, a direct and significant relationship exists between positive attitude toward and intent of plagiarism. In this regard, proper educational programs can be designed to correct this attitude.
Introduction
Plagiarism has become an important problem in modern universities (1) .
Generally, plagiarism is defined as the use of thoughts, words, and ideas of others inadvertently or deliberately without proper citation (2). Over the past few decades, there has been a growing increase in the incidence of this issue (3) , and it has become prevalent in all countries, universities, and disciplines (4). This phenomenon has imposed additional burdens on educational institutions (5), and has been considerably common among graduate students (6). Nevertheless, the incidence rate of plagiarism is higher in developing countries due to lack of proper education and unawareness of the issue (7).
In Iran, selling thesis and dissertations has become a social concern. Misuse of articles, lobbying the publication of papers, and use of foreign articles with no proper citation are clearly observed and have no specific Therefore, this kind of scientific misconduct leads to a decline in efficient and healthy scientific development process of the country, turning it into a factory of certificate production instead of science production (8).
In the literature, factors described as the 
Materials and Methods
This cross-sectional research was conducted 
Results
In this study, mean age of the subjects was 29.25±4.13, the majority of whom (69.5%)
were within the age range of 24-29 years and only some of them (8%) were above 40 years.
In addition, 45.5% of the students were male, and 75.5% of them were single (Table 1) .
According to the results, the mean and standard deviation of the PTB constructs In addition, the mean and standard deviation of intent was reported at 13.59±4.31 (Table 1) . In the present study, Pearson's correlation test was applied to assess the correlation between TPB constructs for normality of the data.
According to the results of this test, a significant association was found between the intention of plagiarism and the positive attitude toward this issue. In addition, there was a weak, reverse and significant relationship between negative attitude and intention. Meanwhile, there was a weak, positive and significant correlation among subjective norms, perceived behavioral control, and intention (Table 2) . (Table 3) . 
Discussion
According to the results of the present study, positive attitude toward plagiarism among graduate students predicted the intention for this behavior. The graduate course is designed in a way that students studying in this course are required to successfully pass their lessons and engage in research, as well as report and essay writing.
Therefore, the possibility of occurrence of plagiarism in this group of students is higher, compared to other students (22) .
According to TPB, the occurrence of the According to previous studies, attitude toward a behavior was one of the most effective factors for predicting the incidence of the behavior (26) .
According to world records, numerous studies have been conducted to assess the attitude of students toward plagiarism. In a study by Papavak et al. (27) , the positive attitude of first-year students in medical sciences in a university of Croatia toward plagiarism was at a moderate level, which showed the observing of the copyright law by a large number of students. Results obtained by Papavak showed that the negative attitude of students toward plagiarism was at a moderate to severe level. In addition, 59% of the students regarded plagiarism to be harmless, whereas 63% and 35% of the subjects considered this issue to be insignificant and acceptable in some conditions, respectively.
Attitude is considered as a key constituent of understanding the acceptance of individuals and maintaining particular behavioral attitudes, which has the ability to teach and learn (26) 
